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With the ravages of corona virus unabated, a 

whole new dimension of interactivity is 

emerging in social, political and academic 

domains. The cyber space is now the new arena 

where all kinds of actions are taking place; 

whether it is the meeting of G-8 countries, or 

the lectures in a local university or events of 

International Atomic Energy Agency, every 

where people are ‘rubbing shoulders’ with each 

other in virtual mode. It was projected to be 

how things would have evolved with increasing 

sophistication of communication technology, 

but the onset of a major pandemic has 

hastened the process. Fortunately, the 

technology platforms and services have kept 

pace with the demand. PNS is, of course, going 

with the tide and holding webinars instead of 

seminars. The 4
th

 meeting of PNS Council held 

on 6
th

 April was, perforce, an online event in 

view of the heightened threat of Covid-19 in 

Islamabad. In near future, the prospects of 

physical gatherings organized by PNS will have 

to be evaluated most carefully and, if feasible, 

the functions would be held with full SOPs 

defined by relevant authorities. 

 

The alternative to this handicap is actually not 

without merit. It has its own advantages; the 

on-line meetings can be joined by audiences, 

which are geographically far apart, and 

speakers can share their expertise while 

remaining in the familiar surroundings of their  

 

 

homes and offices. The entire toolkit of slide 

sharing and question-answer sessions are also 

available in webinars. What is mostly missed in 

this format is the bonhomie of physical 

proximity which is deep rooted in human 

psyche. 

Another facet of growing ‘virtuality’ is the flood 

of information that is now accessible through 

multiple platforms and with increasing ease of 

use. That leads to the stretching of the limits of 

choices and attention spans and thereby 

curtailment of participation in activities 

requiring higher level of mental resources. The 

two webinars of PNS held so far have given us a 

better insight of participant inclusion, level of 

engagement and responses. 

Finally, there is a sad aspect of the use of cyber 

space for spreading misinformation and waging 

5
th

 generation wars, as exemplified by the saga 



of ‘Indian Chronicles’. PNS will remain steadfast 

in giving authentic information and keeping 

itself aloof from financial and political interest 

groups. That is not to say that there will be no 

controversial issues debated and discussed at 

PNS Forums. True to the spirit of freedom of 

expression and open dialogue, adhered to by 

independent academic bodies, PNS is open to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

comments and opinions submitted through 

emails. In particular, it is our ardent hope that 

PNS members will show stronger adherence to 

PNS causes through enhanced participatory 

roles. 

 

Dr. Imtinan Elahi Qureshi 

 


