
President’s Diary January 2021 

A Happy New Year and welcome to PNS web-

site. 

The new PNS Council for 2021-22 has been 

inducted as a result of the elections held on 

26th Nov. 2020. Under restrictive conditions of 

social distancing due to COVID-19 resurgence, 

the whole process was markedly different 

than previous years. First of all, a policy 

decision was made by the election committee 

to restrict physical voting to only one polling 

station located in Islamabad, while voters 

from other cities were required to cast their 

votes only through postal and e-mail 

balloting.  

Even in Islamabad, the members were 

liberally allowed to opt for receiving ballot 

papers at their home addresses through mail. 

Those who chose to come to the polling 

station personally were given extended voting 

hours to do so with full observation of SOPs. 

The election process was completed smoothly 

and safely, thanks to the meticulous planning 

and hard work of the election committee. The 

investiture ceremony was also unique in the 

sense that no formal function with a large 

number of participants was held, which has 

been the usual practice in the past. Instead, in 

a limited gathering of relevant people, the 

oath of office to the Council members was 

administered by the honourable Chairman, 

Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission, within 

the premises of Commission’s Rest House in 

Islamabad. 

Among all these unique features, perhaps the 

most significant was the fact that all Council 

members, elected either through voting or 

uncontested, were part of a team that 

contested the elections for the first time 

(except one member).  

 

 

 

The manifesto of this team promised to take 

PNS to the next higher level by expanding its 

scope of activities and outreach. The first 

implementation of the manifesto should 

already be visible to PNS members in the form 

of this new dynamic and interactive website 

with a number of new features.  Provision has 

been made here for providing a wider range 

of information and feed-back from PNS 

members after log-in with secure passwords. 

Some sections of the web-site will remain 

under construction for a while but, in due 

course of time, it will become a resource 

centre for information about peaceful 

applications of nuclear technology, news 

about nuclear-related developments at home 

and abroad and views on nuclear issues. The 

Council looks forward to a strong support and 

participation of all members in the upcoming 

activities of PNS (to be announced soon). Any 

suggestions and comments through e-mail 

will be highly welcome. 

Dr. Imtinan Elahi Qureshi 

 


