
President's Diary March 2021 

The spring is in the air and pretty flowers are 

opening their buds everywhere in Islamabad. 

Our Society is also blossoming by taking a 

fresh measure of shifting its focus to 

webinars. The first of the series of webinars 

was held on 21st Feb. 2021 on the topic, 

‘Artificial Intelligence in Medical Imaging’. 
With speakers from Italy, USA and Pakistan, it 

symbolized two cardinal principles of our 

approach: one, to address issues at the 

cutting edge of technology and, two, to 

involve global community in our academic 

activities. All four lectures delivered in this 

webinar were highly appreciated by the 

participants as a valuable addition to the 

digital inventory of educational material on 

the subject. The encouraging feedback and 

useful comments will, no doubt, help us in 

further improving the style and substance of 

our webinars in future. 

This month will also herald a new chapter in 

the history of Pakistan with respect to nuclear 

power generation. The first of the two Giga 

watt units of nuclear power plants in Karachi 

will be connected to the grid later this month 

after having reached criticality on the 

1st March 2021. The plant dubbed as K2 will 

provide 1100 MW of electricity while its twin 

K3 will start supplying electricity with effect 

from next year. Pakistan Atomic Energy 

Commission (PAEC) hopes to achieve a target 

of 8800 MWe of nuclear electricity capacity by 

2030. While at that stage it would still be 

about 10% of the electricity mix in the country 

according to the model of Institute for Energy 

Economy and Financial Analysis (IEEFA), 

however a sustainable balance of electricity 

would have been achieved with diversified 

components of thermal, hydro and renewable 

sources contributing 30% each.  

 

 

 

Energy sector is not the only way PAEC is 

addressing national economic needs; in fact a 

substantial share of contributions towards 

meeting SDGs is being made by the 

organization, as highlighted in Pakistan’s 

exhibition stall on the side lines of the 

63rd General Conference of IAEA in Vienna. 

PNS is committed to remain at the fore front 

of disseminating information on peaceful 

applications of nuclear technology in Pakistan 

and vigilant to counter false narratives 

generated through fake news agencies and 

ghost NGOs. We will be calling out 

discriminatory approaches and double 

standards in the realm of nuclear technology 

and press for its equitable access to all 

nations. The fundamental human right to 

participate in and benefit from scientific 

advances, as enshrined in article 27 of the 

Universal Human Rights Declaration, does not 

preclude nuclear sciences. PNS members are 

welcome to share their thoughts and critical 

appraisals about nuclear policies and priorities 

in different countries of the world, with 

particular emphasis to their comparison with 

similar measures in Pakistan. 
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