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Under normal circumstances, the month of 

April in Pakistan is usually a festive period. 

With spring flowers in abundance in the 

planes, the hills in northern areas still carry 
remnants of winter snow falls. The weather 

swings between bright sunny days and 

spring showers intermittently. People feel 

joyous and turn to feasting with their friends 
and relatives. Not to be so in this April of 

the Gregorian year 2021. The third wave of 

Covid-19 has hit the country with change in 

weather and alarmed civic authorities have 
scrambled to put ‘smart’ lock-downs in 

swathes of localities across the country. The 

PNS, being attuned to the new normal, has 

organized two ‘gatherings’ in virtual space 
last month. One was a webinar on the 

“Future of Nuclear Power in Pakistan”, with 

a keynote address by Dr. Syed Yusuf Raza, 

former Member (Power), Pakistan Atomic 
Energy Commission (PAEC), and the 

second was the monthly Council meeting 

held via Zoom application. Not to say that 

all ‘physical’ activities of PNS have 
grounded to a halt. Under strict SOPs, a PNS 

delegation visited the Headquarters of 

“Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority” 

(PNRA) and held parleys with top 
leadership of the Authority as reported on 

PNS website under the “Outreach” 
subsection of the main tab entitled 

“Activities”. The object of the visit was to 
seek support of this autonomous body, 

employing highly qualified and trained 

nuclear professionals, many of whom are 

members of PNS. On behalf of PNS, it was 
stressed that the Society is fully committed 

to publicize the work of different 

organizations associated with peaceful 

applications of nuclear science and 
technology. That is something which fits 

well with the public awareness engagements 

of PNRA. The synergy between PNRA and 

PNS with respect to educational  

 

 

programmes related to safe uses of nuclear 

and other radiations was recognized by both 
sides and an understanding was reached that 

relevant events will be organized by PNS 

with technical support from PNRA. 

The virtual meeting of PNS Council is also 
worth mentioning, because it shows the 

strong commitment of Executive Members 

to hold their monthly meetings with strict 

regularity, in spite of impediments. During 
these meetings, of course, the progress of 

the work of society is reviewed, decisions 

are made and future activities are deliberated 

upon. The PNS members get a general idea 
of what is being done by their Society 

through brief summaries of the Council 

meetings posted on the website. 

What the month of May holds in store, inter 

alia, is a week-long holiday to celebrate Eid-
ul-Fitr. This will not be an ordinary holiday 

season. In fact, it will be, more or less, a 

country-wide lock down to stem Covid-19 

as well as let the families celebrate Eid 
quietly and with simplicity, in view of the 

massive human catastrophe engulfing 

neighboring India. In the later part of the 



month, we are looking forward to a physical 

event with limited gathering in the form of a 
seminar entitled “Applications of Nuclear 

Techniques in Industry” to be held at 

“Nuclear Institute for Food and Agriculture” 

(NIFA), Peshawar, which is one of the four 
agricultural research centres run by PAEC. 

Although the Institute is basically involved 

with nuclear technology used in the sectors 

of food and agriculture, the scope of the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 seminar has been purposely kept broader in 

scope, encompassing other industries 
benefitting from nuclear irradiation 

techniques. The full description of the 

seminar can be seen under the ‘Upcoming 

Activities and Events’ on the website. 
Feedback on all aspects of PNS work by 

members as well as general public would be 

highly appreciated. 

Dr.  Imtinan Elahi Qureshi 


