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Continuing with my theme of last month, 

concerning the participation of members in 

PNS activities, it is heartening to note that a 

senior retired colleague has offered to 
organize a PNS event in Karachi on the eve 

of Karachi Nuclear Power Plant’s 
(KANUPP-1) official shut down later this 

month. This will not be just any other 
closing down of an industrial unit at the end 

of its design life time, this event will mark 

the end of the successful operations of 

Muslim World’s first nuclear reactor after 
40 years of service. The epic story of this 

nuclear reactor from installation to 

decommissioning is worth preserving as a 

historical document showcasing the resolve 
of an underdeveloped country to aspire for 

and acquire nuclear technology. KANUPP-1 

in its death throes is proud to witness its two 

successors KANUPP-2 and KANUPP-3 
taking charge of supplying more than 2000 

MW of electricity to the national grid, 

thanks to the valiant efforts of ‘Pakistan 

Atomic Energy Commission’ (PAEC).  

Amid political jostling, hostilities of some 
neighboring countries and economic woes, it 

should be a matter of great consolation that 

organizations like PAEC are maintaining 

high levels of planning, capacity building 
and efficiency in their operations. The recent 

announcement by ‘International Atomic 

Energy Agency’ (IAEA ) that, in recognition 

of major achievements in plant mutation 
breeding and related biotechnologies, 

PAEC’s agricultural research centre, 

‘Nuclear Institute for Agriculture and 

Biology’ (NIAB) has been selected for 
Outstanding Achievement Award, is a 

testimony of how nuclear scientists are 

contributing towards economic development 

of the country. This is a reminder to the 
intellectuals, accustomed to broadcasting 

pessimistic forecasts,  that bright examples  

 

 

of national achievements should also be 

brought to the notice of the general public.  

This is not to say that the weaknesses of the 

system and apathy towards learning and 

science, should not be debated. In fact, the 
constructive criticism and remedial 

suggestions serve as the basis of any future 

reform, as exemplified by the answers given 

by panelists at the end of webinar on 
‘Science Diplomacy’. This webinar was 

organized by PNS in collaboration with 

Virtual University of Pakistan on 25th June 

2021 and its recording is available on this 
website. The panelists, comprising of 

renowned scientists and a high-level official 

of the Ministry of foreign Affairs of 

Pakistan, were candid enough to admit that 
the failure of putting science and technology 

at the forefront of national development 

agenda is the root cause of unsatisfactory 

socio-economic conditions. The 
responsibility for this state-of-affairs 

collectively lies with successive 

governments, bureaucratic system, media 



houses and, above all, the scientists 

themselves for their lack of ability to engage 
the public and politicians. PNS is making 

strenuous efforts to play its role in bridging 

the communication gap between the nuclear 

science community and the people of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pakistan. We are keeping our hopes alive 

that patronage will be forthcoming from 
those organizations whose interests are 

being augmented through activities of PNS. 

Dr. Imtinan Elahi Qureshi 

 

 


