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It is a matter of satisfaction that PNS is 
pursuing its academic programmes with 

utmost regularity in the face of daunting 

circumstances due to COVID-19 

restrictions. With full observance of SOPs, 
the successful holding of a seminar with 

physical presence of a limited number of 

professionals and students in Nuclear 

Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 
in Peshawar, was a high point of the month 

of May. Some of the most experienced 

scientists in the field of nuclear techniques 

in agriculture and industry were included 
in the speaker’s list, who shared their 

valuable knowledge and inspired the 

professional and students alike. A short 

report of the event is included under the 
tab of ‘Activities’, but more importantly 

the presentations will be archived on PNS 

website after necessary editing in due 

course of time. 

As conscientious citizens of the world, 
PNS members cannot remain aloof from 

major events taking place in other 

countries. There were a few days in May 

2021 that would be recorded in history as a 
bloody scar on the face of humanity. The 

11 days of carnage in Palestine perpetrated 

by a nuclear power in the Middle East was 

something that caused deep pain and 
pessimism about the rule of law in the 

world. PNS joins other forums in Pakistan 

and abroad in condemning the horrific acts 

of barbarism unleashed on defenseless 
residents of Palestine in the form of air 

strikes with most lethal weapons. The 

world’s biggest open-air prison of more 

than 2 million ‘inmates’ has been routinely 
subjected to ‘punishments’ for showing 

defiance against their illegal occupation. 

Destroying 50% of the water supplies, 

killing hundreds of men, women and 
children and making many thousands 

homeless with millions of dollars’ worth 

of infrastructure destruction including 

schools,  

 

 

 

 

was what was considered necessary to 

destroy the will of Gaza to resist 
occupation. The perpetrators of these war 

crimes should know that what they are 

doing is making holocaust pale before the 

plight of Palestinians. The mandate of PNS 
is to publicize the power of science in 

bringing about peace and prosperity in the 

world. Therefore, we consider the use of 

science and technology to subjugate 
nations and perpetuate injustice as in the 

case of Palestine, is a matter of shame for 

all humanity. On the other hand, it is a 

grim reminder to all developing countries 
that the path to political and economic 

liberation lies in according primacy to 

science and technology.  

The PNS members and anyone else who 

happens to read these diaries is most 
welcome to comment or criticize. An open 

debate on the affairs of the world and the 

role of emerging technologies in these 

affairs is necessary, especially by those 
who have helped create or use these 

technologies. Take care, keep distance, but 

remain connected. May God bless you all. 

Dr. Imtinan Elahi Qureshi 


