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In the vast cosmos, there is no place other 

than earth that we know of for sure, where 

life exists in the form familiar to us. It 

seems that this planet, which we call 

home, is already showing signs of stress 

because of unintelligent ways its 

ecosystem is being eroded by its 

‘intelligent’ inhabitants. The fall-out of 

over-population, excessive use of fossil 

fuels, industrial pollution and deforestation 

is appearing in the form of pandemics and 

extreme weather conditions. In Pakistan, 

as in other parts of the world, we are 

grappling with both climatic vagaries and 

waves of Covid-19 outbreaks. The ensuing 

tragedies are heart wrenching. 

A relatively minor causality of global and 

national catastrophes in the month of July 

was the deferment of PNS Seminar, which 

was planned to be held on 31
st
 July in the 

capital of Sindh province, Karachi. The 

dangerous rise of ‘delta’ variant of Covid-

19 cases in Karachi, forced the Sindh 

government to impose ban on indoor 

functions. Resultantly, the PNS 

programme, planned to coincide with the 

closure ceremony of KANUPP-1, was 

postponed indefinitely. 

The PNS Council, however, remained 

active on other fronts. One of these was 

the outreach to PNS members working in 

different centres of Pakistan Atomic 

Energy Commission (PAEC). As reported 

on this website, a two-member delegation 

visited the premier research centre of 

PAEC, the Pakistan Institute of Nuclear 

Science and Technology (PINSTECH), to 

interact with PNS Members employed 

there. 

PINSTECH has the biggest community of 

scientists engaged in basic research in 

fields such as, nuclear physics, high-

energy physics, nuclear chemistry, nuclear 

materials, plasma physics, radiation 

dosimetry, isotopic studies, electronics and  

nuclear engineering. The expertise of 

PINSTECH scientists is a rich resource for  

 

PNS to meet its objective of promoting 

nuclear science and technology. It was, 

therefore, agreed that PINSTECH 

administration will encourage its scientists 

and engineers to prepare educational 

material related to their research fields for 

PNS website. Of course, the biggest 

educational resource related to nuclear and 

allied disciplines is the university run by 

PAEC, the Pakistan Institute of 

Engineering and Applied Sciences 

(PIEAS). It is ranked by the Higher 

Education Commission of Pakistan as the 

number one institution in the category of 

engineering. A visit to PIEAS is planned 

for the month of August, which is 

expected to lead to greater participation of 

PIEAS faculty in PNS programmes. It is 

also planned to organize a students’ debate 

in PIEAS on pros and cons of nuclear 

power plants. 

Any suggestions/comments from the 

readers of this column are highly welcome. 

The feedback from Members should be 

provided after login, while the general 

visitors of the page may use the message 

box under the tab ‘Contact us’ in the drop-

down menu option ‘About us’. PNS 

wishes all human beings to have good 

health and contribute towards the good 

health of their ‘mother’ earth. 
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